
KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 

STAFF NOTE 
 
 
Review Item:     
 
Energy Savings/Green Schools in Kentucky 
 
History/Background: 

Existing Policy.  The Kentucky Environmental Education Council administers the Kentucky 
Green and Healthy Schools (KGHS) Program, which is a new, voluntary effort to empower 
students and staff with the tools needed to take action and make their school operate at peak 
efficiency. KGHS incorporates a two-pronged approach. New or renovated schools may include 
a “green and healthy” design from the start. Existing schools participate as students inventory 
current school operations and implement action plans to improve school health and 
sustainability. Recognition and awards are administered through the Kentucky Environmental 
Education Council in cooperation with the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) and the 
Green and Healthy Schools Task Force. 

The Governor’s Office for Energy Development and Independence (OEDI) and the United States 
Department of Energy (USDE) administer the Energy Star Program including Schools for 
Energy Efficiency (SEE), which is a comprehensive program designed for K-12 schools to save 
energy by designing and operating more energy-efficient facilities. Savings are immediate and 
sustainable through a unique approach using strategies for both efficient operations and engaging 
energy awareness materials for staff and students. The SEE program provides a multi-year plan 
with training and support for implementation managed by the school district.  At this time there 
are 15 Energy Star Schools in Kentucky. 
 
In support of House Bill 2 (2008), KDE has a representative on the Governor’s High 
Performance Buildings and Standards Committee. The Division of Facilities Management 
(DFM) supports environmental stewardship and energy conservation by partnering with outside 
agencies and facilitating the construction of energy efficient schools. Since 2006, the DFM has 
recommended that all new schools and major renovations meet Energy Star standards. Since 
1993, the DFM has recommended the use of geothermal HVAC systems that reduce energy 
consumption by about 20% and maintenance costs by about 15%. Currently, there are 255 
geothermal facilities (about 21% of the inventory of major public school buildings) in Kentucky. 
The DFM is the in the planning phase with two school districts to build “net-zero” facilities, 
where renewable energy on site sources generate and offset the total energy consumption per 
year. 
As the federal government provides additional funding to help upgrade existing schools in 
Kentucky, collaboration with our partners in this effort will be more and more important. 
 



Representatives from the Division of Energy Efficiency and Conservation will appear at the 
February meeting to provide an update on the initiatives in this area.  KDE staff will also be 
present to respond to questions. 
 
Impact on Getting to Proficiency: 

Improving a school environment can lead to the following benefits: 

• Better health and attendance for everyone who spends time in the school  
• Efficient use of energy, water, and other resources are vital to the future of the children  
• A building that operates efficiently, reducing operational costs and freeing more funds for 

instruction 
• Conducting inventories and implementing improvement projects involves students in 

relevant, rigorous and curriculum-aligned learning  
• Working together creates a sense of belonging and achievement within the school  
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